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October 2009 
Newsletter 

  

Monthly Meeting 
Maverick Steak House in Litchfield, IL. 

Eat at 6 pm and Meeting at 7 pm 
Second Thursday of each Month 

 
CB Monitoring Channel # 1 

 
Web Site: 

www.GWRRA-IL.com 
 

Please patronize our Sponsors 
  

Maverick Family Steak, Litchfield 
Cavatio’s Restaurant, Staunton 
Niehaus Cycle Sales, Litchfield 

Nick’s Pizza, Carlinville 
R&B Restaurant, Staunton 

The Red Apple, Cottage Hills 
Fran & Marilyn’s, Jerseyville 

Golden Corral, Alton 
Riverboat Lanes, Godfrey 

Hickory Grove Restaurant, Jerseyville 
Schweppe's River Fish Inn, Staunton 

 
For items to include in the monthly news letter, please contact Bill Morgan at 
billm@wamusa.com, 217-324-6926 or at most coffee breaks or the monthly meeting. 
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One of the original members of Chapter “E” Leland L. Keel of Granite City 
died at 5:30 p.m. on Sun. Oct. 4, 2009, at Christian Hospital Northeast in St. 
Louis, MO. after a short illness.  He was 82 years old. 
Leland was a World War II U.S. Army veteran and retired from Granite City 
Steel as a crane operator in 1988.  He was a member of Harvest Community 
Church and was an avid motorcyclist. He was a life member of the 

American Motorcycle Association and GWRRA, Chapter “E”.   
His Funeral was held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 8, 2009, at Harvest Community 
Church with Pastor Roy Boyer officiating. Burial was at noon on Friday, Oct. 9, 2009, at 
Oak Grove Cemetery in Charleston, Mo. 
 

Notes from your Chapter Directors: 
Well, Bob and Anne are home in Arizona…  The potluck at Kalahers’ turned out great as 
always.  Tons of great food and fellowship.  I believe there were 22 people attending!   
 
Twelve people went to Tunica recently.  Some had so-so luck, some didn’t, but everyone 
had a great time! We had to stop at Lamberts on the way home! Rickey was getting weak 
from hunger because he ONLY had coffee, two donuts and snacks for breakfast!!!  He 
says he’s not like the motorcycles, he gets poor gas mileage!!!!  By the time we got there, 
we were all famished!!! 
 
Some of the Chapter E members and friends attended the Annual Dare Ride in New 
Baden….  The t-shirt color this year was burnt orange and they look nice!  There was a 
new record this year with over 900 people and over 600 bikes!!!  It was an awesome site 
to see!!!  If you have never been on the Dare Ride, try to attend next year and have a 
great ride and loads of fun!!!!!! 
 
The Ronald McDonald ride was a huge success again this year!!!  Chapter E had 34 
attend so that meant we brought the Bear back home with us…  PLEASE continue to 
save your can tabs for next year! There weren’t as many tabs this year as in past years… 
 
The new year is right around the corner so gear up for another great riding season…  The 
staff will be planning rides, etc., so if you have any suggestions for rides or an idea to 
better the Chapter please feel free to tell us!!!!  Happy Halloween everyone!!!!!!!!! 
 
Chapter “E” Directors, Rickey & Maggie Filson  
(217) 899- 7130 mineexam@royell.net 

www.GWRRA-IL.com
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FOR SALE: 
1992 GL1500 SE w/ 76k miles 

New Dunlap Elite 3 Tires ~ Memphis shade tall/with vent windshield ~ Hartco Seat 
$5,000 FIRM 

Contact Matthew Rolando (m_rolando@yahoo.com) for more information 
 

 
 

1982 Aspencade w/ 10k actual miles 
2-tone tan/brown, striped ~ 1 brand new tire, other good condition 

Side bags ~ Gets 50 mpg 
$3500.00 

Contact Darrel and June Nash, 618-498-5640 
 

2000 Candy Red Aspencade 62,8XX miles  
1995 Escapade trailer Lots of extras, well maintained. Contact Jerry @ 217 835-2587 

or wingin2@madisontelco.com for more info. 
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Past events:  
 
September 13 th was the annual New Baden D.A.R.E. ride.  They had a record turnout 
with 935 people and 610 motorcycles.  As always, we had a large group from the chapter 
in attendance.  Temperatures stayed in the 70’s all day making this a very pleasant ride… 
and we made it the whole day with no turn-abounds! 
 
September 26 th was a special pot-luck carry-in at the Kalaher's.  We had a great turn 
out although the threat of rain prompted most to leave their motorcycles at home.  Only 
Bill & Callie and Wayne braved the elements and arrived on two wheels.  This was Bob 
and Ann's last weekend in Illinois so we had a nice going-away dinner. 
 
September 27 th was the annual Chicken dinner fundraiser at Saint Peter’s Lutheran 
School in Prairetown.  Many from the chapter made it over at various times throughout 
the day.  As always, the food and fellowship was great. 
 
October 2 nd – October 4 th was the Antique Auto Hill Climb in Newport, Indiana.  
Terry & Nancy went early Saturday morning and spent the day there.  There were many 
antique cars on display… some restored that looked like they just came off of the 
showroom floor and some original, straight from the junkyard.  Terry said there was lots 
of food and perhaps 300 venders!  Terry & Nancy spent the night and meet up with us 
Sunday in Decatur for the Ronald McDonald ride. 
 

 
 

www.GWRRA-IL.com 

Please bring your mileage to the meeting or give to Terry no later than the 
November meeting in order to be in the mileage program.  To be included in the 

mileage program for chapter 'E' you must have participated in chapter rides 
and/or meetings for chapter 'E'. 
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Past events (continued): 
 
October 4 th was the Ronald McDonald House Ride.  Those that meet for breakfast at 
7:30 were dealing with temperatures in the upper 30’s!  We left Niehaus at 8:30 for the 
staging area in Decatur.  By time we got to the Ronald McDonald house, we had 34 for 
Chapter “E” there counting members, family and guests.  This was enough to bring the 
attendance bear home again.  The club donated $350 to the house in addition to nearly 
one full barrel of can tabs.  Temperatures climbed into the 60’s by mid day making for a 
much more pleasant ride. 
 
October 8th we held our monthly Chapter meeting at the Ariston restaurant in 
Litchfield.   With the heavy downpour, the motorcycle count was zero!  The meal was 
great and Nick provided the backroom for us to hold our meeting.  Next month we will be 
returning to Maverick and December, the meeting will be at the Christmas party. 
 
 
Future events: 
 
October 11 th we will be riding to Kampsville.  We will leave from Casey’s in 
Gillespie at 9:00 a.m.  
 
October 18 th is the Chapter “U” annual chili dump.  It is at Ron & Brenda 
Tompkins home on Zent Drive in Vandalia, Il. starting at 2 p.m.  Chapter “E” will be 
leaving from Niehaus’ at 12:30 p.m. 
 
October 31 st there are Halloween parades in Litchfield and Carlinville.  The Litchfield 
parade is at 4 pm.  Lineup is at the Sihler School on South State St.  The Carlinville 
parade is at 6:15 pm and staging is at Carlinville Plaza. 
 
November 12 th is the monthly Chapter meeting.  We will be returning to Maverick in 
Litchfield.  Eat at 6:00, meet at 7:00.  Please remember to bring your mileage for Terry. 
 

*** New Date for Bowling Party *** 
November 14 th is the bowling party at the Riverboat Lanes in Godfrey.   This event 
starts at 6:00 p.m. and cost is $10 per person and includes bowling, pizza and soft drinks. 
If you need more information, contact Rick French. 
 

www.GWRRA-IL.com 
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Future Events (continued): 
 
November 14 th is also the date for the Staunton Hospital annual benefit.  This year, 
the Smash Band from St. Louis will perform.  The dance will be held at the Crystal Ball 
Room in Staunton from 8pm until midnight, the doors open at 6pm. Ticket cost is $12 
and are available for purchase at many Staunton businesses. 
 
 

 

Safety Notes: 
It’s That Time of the Year 

Here we are at the time of year when we are thinking about getting as much riding in as 
possible. The days are getting shorter and the temperature is getting lower. We know that 
our rides are numbered before winter causes us to spend more time remembering the 
great rides of the past summer, and start planning next year’s riding season.  
 
This time of year should also heighten our awareness of the changing riding conditions. 
The trees are staring to change and we enjoy taking a few extra glances to see the brilliant 
colors while we’re riding. So do the other drivers on the road. Be aware that most of the 
traffic is paying less attention to driving than normal.  Also the leaves on the road are 
really slick, especially when wet.  
 
The farmers are harvesting their crops and using the roadways and leaving mud, corn 
cobs, stalks, and bean dust on the roads and in the air.  Also be very careful when passing 
slow moving farm equipment, you never know when they might turn left into a field.  
 
This is also that time of year when the hunters are out trying to bag the Big One, and the 
Big One is doing all he can to get away.  The deer are running recklessly through the 
woods and right into the roadways. You’d think they’d rather get hit by a car, or 
motorcycle, than to get bagged by a hunter. So be extra alert for all those critters out 
there, they’ll really be moving about. 
 

www.GWRRA-IL.com 

 Check your e-mail as well as the web site for regular updates from Terry & Nancy.  
If you are not on the e-mail list or are not getting the messages, let Nancy know at 

217-839-2203 or GL1800@madisontelco.com. 
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Safety Notes (continued): 
 
Remember too that the warm afternoons can turn quite chilly when the sun starts going 
down, earlier than we’re used to, so carry appropriate clothing with you. 
 
Now keeping all of that in mind get out there and enjoy those great fall rides. 
 
Jerry Rondi 
CE 

Birthdays, Anniversaries and Coffee Breaks: 

October Birthdays:  November Birthdays: 
10/1 
10/7 

10/16 
10/23 

James Odum  
Norma Elliott  
Tom Hubert  
Connie Swann  

 11/3 
11/3 

11/16 
11/18 
11/26 

Lisa Smoot  
Bill Neer  
Lisa Heyen  
Kenneth Hancock  
Joan Tipps  

October Anniversaries:  November Anniversaries: 
10/7 
10/9 

Greg & Vicky Lievers  
Mark & Glenda Stucker 

 11/3 
11/7 

11/18 
11/23 
11/25 

Mark & Lisa Heyen  
Terry & Debbie Diehn 
Ed & Jackie Essen  
Bill & Kitty Neer  
Terry & Nancy Kalaher
  

Coffee Breaks 
   

10/14 
10/21 
10/28 
11/4 

 

Nick’s in Carlinville 
The Red Apple in Cottage Hills  
Cavataio’s in Staunton 
Golden Corral in Alton 

 11/11 
11/18 
11/25 

Hickory Grove in Jerseyville 
Fran & Marilyn’s in Jerseyville 

*** No Coffee Break *** 
*** Happy Thanksgiving *** 

 
www.GWRRA-IL.com 

Be sure to bring canned goods to the monthly meetings. 
These are collected and donated to local food pantries. 


