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Eat at 6 pm and Meeting at 7 pm 
Second Thursday of each Month 

 
CB Monitoring Channel # 1 

 
Web Site: 

www.GWRRA-IL.com 
 

Please patronize our Sponsors 
  

Cavatio’s Restaurant, Staunton 
Niehaus Cycle Sales, Litchfield 

Nick’s Pizza, Carlinville 
R&B Restaurant, Staunton  

The Red Apple, Cottage Hills 

Fran & Marilyn’s, Jerseyville 
Golden Corral, Alton 

Riverboat Lanes, Godfrey 
Hickory Grove Restaurant, Jerseyville 

 
For items to include in the monthly news letter, please contact Bill Morgan at 
billm@wamusa.com, 217-324-6926 or at most coffee breaks or the monthly meeting. 
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New Monthly Meeting location for October 
Ariston Cafe @ Rts. 66 & 16 in Litchfield , IL . 
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Ivan “Mike” Laurie 
January 06, 1934 - September 06, 2009 

GWRRA Chapter "E" charter member Mike Laurie, died Sun., Sept. 6, 2009 at 6:40 a.m. 
in St. Francis Hospital in Litchfield. He was born on Jan. 6, 1934 in Clearwater, KS, a 
son of Robert & Lena (Barnett) Laurie. He graduated from Litchfield High School. He 
served with the U. S. Air Force from 1953 until 1957 during the Korean War. Because of 
his lifelong interest in aviation & space projects he became an aircraft mechanic working 
for McDonnell Aircraft & Garrett Aviation. As part of his job with McDonnell Aircraft, 
he had the honor of working on the Mercury Project at Cape Canaveral, Florida. After 
retirement he worked for Niehaus Cycle Sales in Litchfield. Mike was working on getting 
his pilot’s license at the time of his illness. He was a member of American Legion Post# 
436 in Litchfield & Coal Dusters RC Club. He & Carolyn Rae Pine were married on June 
27, 1955 in St. Michael The Archangel Catholic Church in Staunton.  He is survived by 
Carolyn, their son and two daughters, two grandsons and a great-granddaughter as well as 
one brother and two sisters. 

Mike's funeral was held on Thursday, Sept. 10th in Litchfield.  The funeral procession 
was led by several members of Chapter "E" on motorcycles as well as the Patriot Guard. 
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Notes from your Chapter Directors: 
Hello everyone… This is a sad, sad time for all of us… For those who do not know, our 
wonderful friend and family member Mike Laurie passed away… Mike was such a 
terrific guy!  He and Carolyn have been with the Chapter since it began and was 
ALWAYS there for everyone!!!!  Mike was a special person~ small by mighty they say!  
He had a heart of gold and would do anything he could to help someone in need!  Words 
just cannot express the great loss it is for us all to not have Mike with us any longer… 
God needed a special man to help out in Heaven and there was no-one else he could 
choose to do the job with perfection other than our own Mile Laurie…. We will miss you 
forever friend!!!! Please keep Carolyn and her family in your thoughts and prayers!!!! 

The Chapter yard Sale was the 15th of Aug.  Thanks to everyone the sale was once again 
a huge success!!!  THANKS TO ALL!!!!  Three years ago we had our first Yard Sale and 
raised a bit over $500, last year over $800 was raised and this year the sale was $1244!!!  
WOOHOOO!!!  Thank you everyone for you donations!!!  Each year the items are more 
plentiful and the total gets bigger so start saving your items for next year’s sale!!  The 
total is split equally between the Juvenile Diabetes Assoc. and the A.C.S. (American 
Cancer Society)… 

Looking forward to seeing you all on the rides, etc.  If you are unable to ride your 
motorcycle for any reason on the rides, PLEASE feel free to come in you automobile!!!!  
EVERYONE IS WELCOME ON ANY AND ALL RIDES!!!!!!!! 
HAVE A SAVE AND ENJOYABLE RIDE!!!! 
“RIDE TO EAT ~ EAT TO RIDE”…. 

Chapter “E” Directors, Rickey & Maggie Filson  
(217) 899- 7130 mineexam@royell.net 

www.GWRRA-IL.com 

FOR SALE: 
1992 GL1500 SE w/ 76k miles 

New Dunlap Elite 3 Tires ~ Memphis shade tall/with vent windshield ~ Hartco Seat 
$5,000 FIRM 

Contact Matthew Rolando (m_rolando@yahoo.com) for more information 
 

1982 Aspencade w/ 10k actual miles 
2-tone tan/brown, striped ~ 1 brand new tire, other good condition 

Side bags ~ Gets 50 mpg 
$3500.00 

Contact Darrel and June Nash, 618-498-5640 
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A Note from Terry & Nancy  
 
Another riding season is almost over.  Where has the summer gone?  We have done a lot 
of riding and made several memories this year.  However, this year has been particularly 
hard on chapter ‘E’s members.  We have lost three individuals just this summer.  It will 
not be the same without Phil Simpson, Nolan Austwick and Mike Laurie.  Some of our 
members did not know Phil since he was new to the chapter within the last year.  We all 
have memories of Nolan and Mike that will be with us all our lives.   
 
Both Mike and Nolan were charter members of chapter ‘E’.  They were there to help the 
chapter get started in October, 1984.  Twenty-five years of memories, stories, fun, 
friendship and rides is still not long enough.  We wish we could have a few more 
summers of riding with our good friends, but we will cherish the time we did have with 
them.   
 
We want to express our deepest sympathy to the families of these three gentlemen.  We 
also want to let everyone in the chapter know how much we enjoy our GWRRA family 
and the time we spend together.  We appreciate sharing laughter and adventures with 
everyone and look forward to making many more memories in the future.   
 
Ride Safe, 
 
Terry & Nancy�
�

�
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Please bring your mileage to the meeting or give to Terry no later than the 
November meeting in order to be in the mileage program.  To be included in the 

mileage program for chapter 'E' you must have participated in chapter rides 
and/or meetings for chapter 'E'. 



 

 

Goldwing Road Riders 
Association 

Illinois Chapter ‘E’ 
Litchfield, Illinois  

 
Past events:  
 
August 22 nd was the Beasley's Dog Days ride.  This year’s event was held at the 
Beasley’s home.  Games, food and fun were the order of the day.  Maggie found out first 
hand that the eggs used in the egg toss game were not hard-boiled. 
 
August 29 th was the moonshine ride for burgers.  The group left Niehaus’ at 8:30 a.m.  
It was a beautiful day for riding and about 20 made this trip.  Moonshine was pretty busy 
but we all managed to get a burger and enjoy them on the picnic tables outside.  After 
burgers, we made stops at the covered bridge and the ice cream shop in Greenup. 
 
August 30 th we rode to Frank’s Restaurant in Alton for breakfast.  After breakfast, we 
walked to 3 or 4 blocks to the SIU school of dentistry campus to see the life-size bronze 
statue of Robert Wadlow, “The Alton Giant” who stood 8’ 11” when he died at age 22.  
We then road to Roxana to see the biker memorial at the Roxana Community Park. 
 
September 13 th was the annual New Baden D.A.R.E. ride.  As always, we had a large 
group from the chapter in attendance.  Temperatures stayed in the 70’s all day making 
this a very pleasant ride… and we made it the whole day with no turn-abounds! 
 
Future events: 
 
September 26 th we will have a pot-luck carry-in at the Kalaher's.  1:00 p.m., 612 
Calcari Street, Gillespie.  This will be Bob and Ann's last weekend in Illinois until next 
spring.  Bring a covered dish to share. 
 
September 27 th is the annual Chicken dinner fundraiser at Saint Peter’s Lutheran 
School in Prairetown.  Serving from noon to 6 p.m.  Watch for an e-mail or for more 
information or at the coffee break or the carry-in dinner at the Kalaher’s 
 
October 2 nd – October 4 th is the Antique Auto Hill Climb in Newport, Indiana.  
Some chapter members may be planning on attending this event and then meeting the rest 
of the group on Sunday for the Ronald McDonald ride in Springfield.  Watch your 
weekly e-mail for more information. 
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Future events (continued): 
 
October 4 th is the Ronald McDonald House Ride.  We will be leaving from Niehaus 
parking lot at 8:00 a.m. for the trip to the staging point in Decatur, then on to the Ronald 
McDonald House in Springfield. Don’t forget your soda tabs! 
 

 
October 18 th is the Chapter “U” annual chili dump.  Watch for more information 
about Chapter “E” meeting time and location for this event at the October meeting and in 
the weekly e-mail. 
 

 

Safety Notes: 
Jerry provided this article for inclusion in the newsletter: 

Crosswinds 
How to deal with them 

 
By: James R. Davis 

 
Sooner or later you are going to wonder about how to handle severe crosswinds - 
probably while fighting them. 
 
Surprise, surprise - you don't have to do anything and the motorcycle will handle most 
crosswinds just fine - with only normal responses from you. 
 

 
 

www.GWRRA-IL.COM 

 Check your e-mail as well as the web site for regular updates from Terry & Nancy.  
If you are not on the e-mail list or are not getting the messages, let Nancy know at 

217-839-2203 or GL1800@madisontelco.com. 

October 8th is the monthly Chapter meeting.  This month’s meeting will be held at 
the Ariston Cafe at Rts. 66 and 16 in Litchfield.   Eat at 6:00, meet at 7:00. 
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Safety Notes (continued): 
There are a couple of things that you can do to make the experience less stressful, 
however. For example, you can quit white-knuckling your grips. When you hold on tight 
you also tend to stiff arm your controls. That, as we've talked about before, merely allows 
front-end instability to propagate into the rest of the motorcycle. Relax your grips and 
droop your elbows. Allow your bike to be a bit unstable. Drive in the CENTER OF 
YOUR LANE. Lean forward and down to reduce your profile, and snug up your jacket. 
 
What about traction? You neither gain nor lose any significant traction when the wind 
blows from your side unless you are in a curve. While you are leaned into the wind all of 
the weight of the bike remains on your tires (fancy that) and there is very little lateral 
force scrubbing that traction away. 
 
How much lean do you need? Whatever the bike dials in for you. 
 
Should you anticipate those gusts? Should you just respond quickly to a gust in order to 
remain in control and traveling in a straight line? No, and no. Your bike will NOT travel 
in a straight line. That is, as long as you allow it to do its thing, your bike will be 
modestly blown off course with a gust and the result of that movement is EXACTLY the 
same as any other minor course change - you will need modest counter-steer input to 
correct it - the CG of your bike will then be on the side the wind came from and the result 
is that it will lean towards the wind. 
 
[Anticipating wind-sheer IS important under a couple of scenarios: the approach of an 
oncoming large vehicle suggests that severe buffeting will occur when you pass it, and 
entering or exiting stretches protected from the wind such as tunnels or bridges with 
relatively high retaining walls. In these cases you will certainly want to position the bike 
away from the source of the wind-sheer and insure you maintain a firm grip.] 
 
Is a heavier bike less likely to be blown around than a lighter bike? Not necessarily. What 
is primarily determinant of how great the effect of a crosswind is on your bike is its 
profile. A garage door (GoldWing) will typically be more harshly affected by crosswinds 
than a lighter low profile bike. 
 
Can you mitigate some of that instability in any way? Yes. There are cowling additions 
that can be designed (some are available off the shelf - called 'belly pans') that streamline 
the airflow under your bike and help (modestly) to reduce crosswind handling problems. 
 

www.GWRRA-IL.com 
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Safety Notes (continued): 
Your side profile area is what determines how your motorcycle reacts to crosswinds. Just 
as there is a Center of Gravity, there is also a Center of wind resistance. If that center of 
wind resistance is in front of your Center of Gravity then crosswinds will tend to push 
you off course while if it is behind your Center of Gravity the motorcycle will try to steer 
INTO the wind. Thus, mounting a high profile LIGHT object (a stuffed animal, for 
example) onto your trunk lid or your pillion can have a dramatically corrective effect 
rather than worsen the bike's steering reaction to those crosswinds. 
 
Crosswinds can be murder if you are leaned way over in a curve. Don't, if you can avoid 
it. 
 
As a result of a crosswind your bike will move off course and normal modest counter-
steer will lean it into the wind. A strong gust will blow you out of track. So, correct your 
steering, gently, and keep going. 
 
I admit that sometimes a gust can be ferocious! I was on the Golden gate bridge once 
when a crosswind blew me into the adjacent lane! But the bike was in no danger of 
falling down and it was easy to get back in lane. Had the gust been a sustained blast I 
would have been leaned over nearly 45 degrees. It was not, thankfully.  
 
Note ... there are TWO times when a gusty crosswind changes your bike's direction of 
travel: when it hits, and when it stops. Both require that you allow the bike to respond 
and use normal modest counter-steering. (When it quits you will be leaned over and, as a 
result, your bike will move towards where the wind WAS coming from until you 
straighten it up. 
 
If crosswinds involve huge short gusts, go park the bike. If the crosswinds are more 
sustained, pucker up and keep going. 
Copyright © 1992-1996 by The Master Strategy Group, all rights reserved 
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Birthdays, Anniversaries and Coffee Breaks: 

September Birthdays:  October Birthdays: 
9/30 Greg Livers  10/1 

10/7 
10/16 
10/23 

James Odum  
Norma Elliott  
Tom Hubert  
Connie Swann  

September Anniversaries:  October Anniversaries: 
9/6 
9/7 

9/10 
9/30 

Jason & Kelli Alsop  
Don & Connie Swann  
Doug & Billie Bunt  
Steve & Jeannie Brungard 

 10/7 
10/9 

Greg & Vicky Lievers  
Mark & Glenda Stucker 

Coffee Breaks 
   

9/23 
9/30 
10/7 

10/14 

Hickory Grove in Jerseyville 
Fran & Marilyn’s in Jerseyville 
R & B’s in Staunton 
Nick’s in Carlinville 

 10/21 
10/28 
11/4 

 

The Red Apple in Cottage Hills  
 Cavataio’s in Staunton 
Golden Corral in Alton 
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Be sure to bring canned goods to the monthly meetings. 
These are collected and donated to local food pantries. 


