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Nov. 16th Monthly meeting 
Nov. 21st OPS meeting in Decatur Noon till 4. 
Nov. 28th Card party at Clint & Lori’s home at 6pm.  Call for directions.   
Dec. 5th Christmas party at Jim & Brenda’s home in Greenville.  We will eat at 6:30pm, bring a covered dish and 
$10.00 gift for a gift exchange.   
Dec. 12th  will be a staff meeting at Clint & Lori’s after meeting at Los Amigo’s at 6pm for supper.   
Dec. 31st will be a New Years Eve party at Bob & Vickie’s home at 6pm.  Bring finger foods and have fun.   
Jan. 3rd 2010 will be the first attempt at a polar bear ride leaving Van. McD at Noon.   
Jan. 22nd & 23rd is the Illinois Winter Warm-up in Decatur.  Flyer attached.   
http://gwrra-ildistrict.org/�

Today’s lesson learned. 
(dtd 11/08/2009) 

 
  Today, myself, Paul, Steve and Bob went for a ride down in Missouri south of St. Louis. This is a short story of what 
can go wrong if you are not paying attention to some details. I had recently noticed that my bike had started to get 
some wiggle in the handle bars at certain speeds. No big deal right? Well most of the time it's not, but as the day went 
along today, I started to notice the wiggle in the bars started to get more noticeable. First at slower speeds, then a little 
higher and higher. At Our second fuel stop I looked the tire s over by a walk around the bike, didn't see anything 
wrong. At our next rest stop, I put the bike up on the center stand and had Steve to stand on the hitch, turning the front 
wheel checking for looseness or anything unusual. The front and rear looked ok, only the usual flat spots that bike tires 
get. As we rode further, the wiggle got worse yet. Next fuel stop I again put the bike on the center stand and laid down 
behind the rear tire and slowly turned it, then I saw it, a knot. It had gotten big enough now to see and feel too. I 
showed it to the other guys and we decided to ride it home but at a reduced speed and I had Steve behind me watching 
for anything unusual. We decided to keep the pace as long as the tire didn't feel any worse and settled down to about 
sixty miles an hour most of the way home from Pacific Mo. This lesson is, anytime you feel anything unusual in your 
bikes performance, you need to find how why it is doing it, it could be nothing or it could be a precursor to something 
very serious. The sooner you find it, the better.         
 
Kenny Smart, Chapter Educator.                                                                   �
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Ponderosa Steakhouse 
Route 40 West & Exit 61 on I-70 

Vandalia, Il 62471 
 

All Major Credit Cards accepted. 
 

All you can eat Buffet  
included with all Entries 

 
Carry out Available 
RV & Truck Parking 

618-283-4559 
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Family Restaurant 
“Where Good Friends Eat !” 

201 School St. 
Hillsboro, IL 62049 

Hrs – 6:00 AM-9:00 PM – Mon – Sun 
217-532-3772 

10% Discount with this ad 
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